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To the R 


"HE Conduct of Divine Providence in bringing to 
pass the Publication of the following Sermon, 
| was thus ; One that heard it Preach'd, asked 
the Reverend Authorfor a Copy, who expreſſed his Willing- 
neſs to grant it. He that heard it Preached was ſoon after 


in the Company of ſeveral Miniſters and Deacons, unto 


whom upon Repreſentation made of ſaid Sermon, and 
Propoſal for a Collection for the printing of it, it was 
complyed with; whereypon Addreſs was made to the 
worthy Author for a Copy, and obtained it of him. The 


Lord inMercyReward theAuthor according to hisPains 
and good Will for publick Good thereby; & the Perſons 


gt whoſe Expence the Impreſſion was made, having 
expended of their Subſtance in ſq good a Way of leading 
Men to the Honour of God. The known Eminence 
ef the Author, and the reading the enſuing Sermon will 
eammend it to you. The Singularity of it is, that it 
brings Error under View, that you may be alarmed 
znd ſhun it, & Truth that you may embrace it and keep 


9 


it. Ttaims at the advancing good Preaching, which 


being dane it tends ta advance goodHearing, which being 


advanced, Hearers do advance into, & in Faith & Piety. 
PheScope is ſublime, the Matter is pertinent: Preachers 
are directed as to the Matter Manner and End of Preach- 
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the READER. 


ing, and to determine what is ſound. It leads to the 


preparing of Preachers and Hearers to rejoice together 
in theDay of Acounts. AnotherRemark that I will make 
to you of the enſuing Diſcourſe, is, that it imitates the 
Method that CHRIST our great Shepherd took for the 
reforming the ſeven Churches of Aa, which was that 
John ſhou'd write to the Angels orPaſtorsof the Churches 
that they might firſt ſee their own Defaults and be awa- 
kened to amend themſelves, and thereupon be prepared 
& animated to reprove, to reform their People. Miniſters 
being orthodox and fervent inPreaching, prudent in their” 
Conduct, and exemplary in their Converſation, are 
excellent Bleſſings to: a Place. Have you plenty of good 
Preaching ? You are highly favoured of God, you have 
the Means of making the beft Gains ; bleſs GOD for it, 
and eſteem your Preacher highly in Love for his Works 
fake. If you are under dull Preaching, take heed of a 
froward Mouth and wranglingCarriage. Conſider your 
Preacher is ſuch asGod*sProvidence hath carved to you z 
and remember that GOD is able to give to you Help in 
that Matter. Eament it beforeGOD, and prayNight 
and Day for your Preacher, that theLORD will enlarge 
him with Grace andMinifteriatGifts ; and do what you 
can to Advantage him in his great Work. | 

It may be his Abilities are clouded, his Spirit is ſunk”. 
and low by;refraQtoryPerſons of his F lock, or by his low 
Maintenance for himſelf and his Family. In order to his 
Encouragement(inCaſe of Diſorders by ſtubbornPerſons) 
fay to him, as Shechaniah did to Ezra, Ezra 10.4. Ariſe, 


for this Matter belongeth unto thee, we alſo will be with 


thee : be of good Courage And look into his outward State 
if it be low, diſadvantagious, ſow more liberally of your 

earthly Things, in order to his Help, and in order unto 
and in hope of reaping more plentifully of his ſpiritual 


good Things, Moreover, latreat him as a F _ to 
rive 
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To the READER: 


b Krive and pray for Enlargement in his Work. Don't 
eentertain ſuch low Tho'ts of him as to neglect to improve. 
him as your ſpiritual Counſellor and Guide, to help in 
difficult and darkſom Caſes, and to ſpiritual Fruitfulneſs ] 
and to the Pleaſure of Piety. Try what Improvements 
will do, to your own and his Advantage. As the Im- 
provement of a bodilyPhyſician is theWay of increaſing 
his Skill, ſo is the Improvement of a ſpiritual Phyſician, 
Look that in your Converſe or Viſits, you be not toe 
prolix or tedious, fo as to occaſion his or your miſpence 
ef and loſs of Time. 
If by the reading a Paſſage in the enſuing. Sermon to 
this Purpoſe, That it is frequent with Perſons that have 
attained taConverſion, to know theTime of their Converſion ; 
your Soul ſhould be caſt into a darkſom dejected Caſe, 
becauſe altho? you have thought you had been converted, 
now you fear you was deceived, becauſe you don't know 
the Time of your Converſion, Then 
1. Don't hang in doubt about the Life of Grace that 
you are called unto. Don't quiet your ſelf with a think- 
ing that it is likely that you are converted. But; 
2. Commune with your ſelf, Search your Heart, try 
your State ; that you may find whether there hath not 
been the acting of Faith, of Repentance, Love to God 
and Chriſt, and Love to Fellow-Chriſtians. Conſader 
whether you have not experienc'd that God hath ſhed: 

abroad His Love in your Heart by His Holy Spirit. And 

if after your. Care to find a Reaſon for a good Hope,you ffi 
| are doubtful whether your Reaſon thereof be good, get 
| the Judgment of an experienced Minifter, whether the 
| Reaſon of your Hope is good. If you can find no Sign 
| of Grace, but de find Reaſon to believe, and do verily 
believe, that a ſaving Change hath never been wrought 
in you. Then 
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T te READER 


I. Lament,bewail yourCaſe beforeGod, ſaying, Oh 


Mretched Perſm that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the 
Body of this Death? I am mi ſerable, poor, blind and naked. 
2. Obſerve that your Help is to be found in GOD. 
He tells you, Thou haſt deftrozed thy ſelf,” but in me is thy 
Help found. | „ 


3. Pray earneſtly that the Holy Ghoſt may come unto 


you and convince you of Sin, Righteouſneſs and Judg- 


ment; that he will make the Law your Schoolmatter : 
That ſheweth to you your condemned accurſed State, 
The want of a thoroughWork of the Law is the Unhap- 
pineſs of a great Part of Profeſſors. You muſt earneſtly 


employ your ſelf in reading or hearing aud meditating 


of the Doctrine of God's righteous Law, and in makin 
particular Application of the Sentence and Curſe of it to 
your ſelf. Read and meditate of the Doctrine of the 
Work of the Holy Spirit preparatory to Faith. Seek 
for the enlightning and powerful Operation of GOD to 
attend the Means of convincing you ef your Sinfulneſs, 
Vileneſs&Nothingneſs, as to meriting FavourfromGOD. 
* 4. Watch, pray and wait, Night andDay, that GOD 
will make His Mercy known to you, in pouring into 
you His Spirit of Grace and Supplication. Patiently wait 
upon Him in His appointed Ways, to know a Time of 
a Lively Faith on CHRIST, a Time of Repentance of 
of Love to GOD, and to Fellow-Chriftians, fo as to 
kaow a Time of your Converſion. 

[Vhereas the Uſe of Notes in Preaching, is diſapproved 


1 by ſuch a worthy Father in our Iſrael; 1 wiſh it may ex- 


tend to correct or prevent the Uſe of Notes ſo as to carry 
along the Finger with the Line, as hath been practiſed by 
ſome, a deſpicable Wap, like Learners in Spelling. And 
it will be well improved by others that do u/e Notes in a 
leſs Degree, by their being led to an Examination of 
their Practiſe, and to à faulting themſelves, if it be 

through 
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7. the READER. 


*through a want of Care andPains ; but if th Lie of Notes 


be from a being conſcious of a weakneſs of Memory, by 
their being led to an humble Uſe of them, and an Ob- 
ſervation of the Neceſſity thereof, that their Hearers may 
not loſe much of the Benefit of their tudying for them. 
If Notes muſt be uſed, let there be a dueCare not to de- 


pend ſo on them as to hinder Geſture in Preaching, and 


an holy Inſpection of the Congregation: Let there be 


Endeavours to attain in a good Degree, to the Scope of 


our reverend Leader and Father, viz. the Emendation 
or Bettering of our Preaching. Our Indebtedneſs to 
him for the enſuing Diſcourſe and. other Fruits of his 
Labours, extant for publick Benefit, i is to be acknow- 
ledged : May we thankfully receive and well improve 
them, and he receive anſwerable Reward. 


My Deſire andPrayer is, that theBleſſing of CHRIST þ 


may attend the following Labour of his Servant, toAd- 
vancement of the ſpiritual Proſperity of his People and 
the Honour of his Name, viz. of CHRIST ourGlorious 
Redeemer ; and that he will be with hisMiniſters of his 


| Goſpel always even to the End. 


Yours in Goſpel Bonds, 


WAA ˖ 
28. 1723, 4. | 
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The Defects of Preachers 
 Repioved. 


FEE oo hoo 5 0 K 8 8 - 10) 


MarTrTHEw XXII. a, 3. 


The Scribes and the Prariſees fit in Moſes Scat! 
All therefore whatſoever they bid you obſerva, 
that obſerve and do.--- 

N theſe Words is a Direction given by Chriſt unte 

the People : Where we have CT 
Firſt, The Foundation of the Rule, The Scribes 
and Phariſees lit in Moſes Seat. Some take this 
as ſpoken of the Sanhedrim, who were the Succeſſois of 

AMAoſes and the Seventy Elders of 7jraz!. Poſſibly that 

may be a Miſtake, for ſeveral of the Sanhedrim were not 

Phariſees, A. 23. 3. For the chief Prieſts did belong 


to that Society, Act. 4.6. And they are ſaid to be Sad- 


ducees; but by Scribes and Phariſees I underſtand the 
principal Teachers among the Jews. The Prieſts atid 
Levites were more eſpecially devoted to theStudy of the 
Law; Deut. 33. 10. They {hall teach Jacob thy Fudg- 
ments, andlſrael thy Law---.Yet others that were Learned 
in the Law, were made Uſe of to inſtruct the People, 
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2 The Defefs of 


and were choſen to be Rulers of the Synagogues, Tha | 


Pharifees were of any Tribe; Paul, who was of the 
Tribe of Benjamin was a Phariſee by Education, as he 
tells Act. 23. 6.--- I am aPhariſee,the Son of aPhariſee. 

| Secondly, Here is the Rule given, What they bid you 
obſerve, that obſerve&do. This muſt needs be underſtood 
With that Limitation, when they teach according to the 
Mind of God. Sometimes they taught for Doctrines the 
Commandments of Men, &then it was ſinful & dangerous 
to obſerve their Directions. If the Blind lead the Blind, 


both ſhall fall into the Ditch, Mat. 15. 14. The Doctrine 


18, . | 
Docr. There may be a great deal of good Preaching 
na Country, and yet a great want of good Preaching. 

It is a Felicity to a People when there is goodPreach- 
ing in the Land, yet there may in the ſame Land, be 
great Want of good Teaching. Some Things that are 
very uſeful may be plainly and fully taught, and other 
Things that might be as uſeful may be neglected; many 


ſound Principles in Religion may be taught, and other 


Things that are of great Concernment unto Souls may 


be omitted. Miniſters don't ſufficiently do their Duty, 


if they preach many ſound Truths, and do it convincingly 
and with good Affection, if they do it with great Clear- 


neſs and Evidence, provided they negle& other Things 


that are needful to Salvation. And ſo it falls out ſome- 
times that Men that make many good Sermons,are very 
defective inPreaching ſome other Things that they ought 
to preach. = | 
I ſhall clear this in three Inſtances. 
1. Of theScribes andPharifees in Iſrael. They taught 


the People that there was only one God the Maker of 


all Things ; and were great Enemies to theldolatry that 
their F athers were guilty of, before the babyloniſh Cap- 
Uxity; as the Scribe owned to Chriſt, Mark. 12. 32. 
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Preachers reproved. 2 
Well, Maſter, thou haſt fard the Truth: for there is ona 
God, and there is none other but he. They taught many 
moral Duties, that Men muſt love God and believe his 
Word; that they muſt be juſt and chaſte, and Vien of 
Truth, and were very ſtrict in the Obſervation of the 
Sabbath: They limited Men how far they might go on 
the Sabbath. Acts I. 12. We read of a Sabbath-Days 
Journey. They taught truly the Doctrine of the Reſur- 
rection of the Dead: Act. 23.7, 8. ThePharifces diſſented 


from theSadducees, the Sadducees fay there is noReſurrec- 


tion, nor Angel ner Spirit, but the Phariſees confeſs bath. 
They taught that the Meſſiab was to come; theSamam- 
tans themſelves received that Doctrine, 70%. 4. 25. They 
were very punctual in teaching Circumciſion and the 


Ceremonies of the Law of Moſes, aboutsacrifices, Tythes, 


and legal Uucleanneſs. 
But they were very faulty in Preaching in other Par- 


ticulars: They were ignorant of the Doctrine of Rege-- 
neration, So Namn, Joh. 3. 4. he ſays, How can a 


Man be born when he 15 old © They taught that the firſt 
Motions of Luft, if the Will did not conſent, were not 
Sins. As we may gather from Rom.7. 7. Paul ſays, 
I had not known Luſt, except the Law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt 
not Covet. And from Mat. 5. 27, 28. It was /aid by them 
of old Time, thou ſoait not commit Adultery. But 1 ſay, 
whoſoever looketh on all oman to luft after her, hathcommitted 
Adultery in his Heart, They taught alſo that dangerous 
Doctrine of Juſtification by Works, Rom. 10. 3. They 
_ about to eflabliſh their own Righteouſneſs. Rom. g. 

3. They ſought it as were by the Works of the Law : 
This taught the People that in Caſe they devoted their 
Eſtates to the Temple, they need not relieve their Fathers 
or Mothers, Mat. 15. 4, 5, 6. And above all they taught 
that JESUS of Nazareth was not the Meſſiah, brought 


_ Objections againſt him; As that he eame out of 
B "1 Galilee, 
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Gali lee, was a aten e and a Wine: bibber, mw 
11. 19. A Friend of Publicans and Sinners: They 
proached him that by theDevil he caſt out Devils: ws 
they were very dull in their Preaching, Mat. 7. 29. 

2. Of the Papiſls. They teach the Doctrine of the 
Trinity truly, and theAttributes of God: Sothe Doctrine 
af the Incarnation of CHRIST, and that he died for our 
Redemption, and is at the fight Hand of God: They 
teach the Doctrine of the Day of Judgment, of Heaven 
and of Heil, and many moral Rules. 

Rut they preach a Multitude of falſeDoctrines, with 
theſe DoCtrines, that are pernicious to theSouls of Men: 
They teach Men to ſeek the Pardon of their Sin by 
afflicting their Bodies, by Pilgrimage and paying a Sum 
af Money: They teach many horrible Things with 
reſpect to their Pope, that he has Power to forgive Sin, 
to diſpence with inceſtuous Marriages ; that he has Power 
over all the Churches, and may diſpenſe with the Laws 

of; that he is infallible : They teach the Doctrine 
ee ſhip, aboliſhing the ſecong Commandment: 
Th 2y teachPrayer to Saints departed, the Unlawfulneſs 
of Pricfts Marriages s, the Doctrine of Purgatory, Juſti- 
cation by Works, a conditional Election, the Power of 
Erce-will, falling from Grace, and Hundreds of other 
erco neousDoctrines: They do indeed ſubvert the Faith 
ef Chriſt. 
3 Cf the Arminiant. Many of them preach very 
projrably, about GOD and the Perſon of CHRIST, 
about Juſtification by Faith and Univerſal Obegience, 


zdout the Nay of Judgmeat, and of eternalRewards and 
Puniſhments. 


But there is a great deal of Want of good Preaching 
* ix them : They decry all abſoluteDecree of Electia 
and Reprobation, making the Decrees of God to 
depend on they 0! (811g? * of 8 hegten e:lmpenitence 3. 


they 
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Preachers reproved. 5 


they afſert Univerſal Redemption, as if Chrift died to 
make all Men ſalvable: They deny the Propagation of 


Sin, ſaying Men becomeSinners byImitation : They hold 


a Power in Man to withſtand the Grace of GOD ; that 
after GOD has done his Work, it is in the Power of 
Man to refuſe to be converted: They don't acknowlege 
the Servitude of Man to Sin, but hath Power with that 
Aſſiſtance that God affords, to convert himſelf : They 
deny the Doctrine of Perſeverance. Theſe Things 
draw a great Train of Errors after them. 

The Reaſon of the Doctrine is, Becauſe ſmePreachers 
are Men of Learning and moral Men, and they bave 
diunk in ſome Errors, and they want Experience. Learn- 
ing and Morality will gualify Men to make many good 
and profitable Sermons, much for the Edification of the 
Hearers. Learning qualifies Men to cjear up many 
Principles of Religion ; and a moral Diſpoſition may fit 
Men zealouſly to reprove vicious Practices: But Men 
may be learned Men, yet drink in very corrupt Doctrines. 
Learning is no Security againſt erroneous Principles 
ThepPhariſees andoadducees were Menof liberal Educati— 
on, yet leavened with many ſalſe Principles: Mat. 16.6. 
Beware of the Leuven of the Phariſces andSadducees. And 
ver. 12. Then underſtocd they that he bid them not beware 
of the Leaven of Bread ; but of the Doctrine of the Phariſces 
aud of the Sadducees. Learning will not cure thoſe Diſtem- 
pers of the Heart that do expoſeMen to falſe Opinions; 
Learning will not cure the Pride and Conceitedneſs of 
Mens Hearts. Men of Learning may lean too much to 
their own Underſtanding. Men of Learning may be 
led aſide by reading erroniousRooks. Learned Education 
will not deliver Men from carnal Reaſon : Men of 
corrupt Affections are very inclinable to imbibe bad 
Principles: Men of Learning may be blind Men. Chriſt 
25 of the Phaſes, the be blind, Leaders of theBlind, 


Mat. 


i: The Defef?s of Preachers 


Mat.15.14. Moſt of theErrors in the World in Matters 

Ii of Religion, have been hatched by Men of Learning. 

i Arius, Socinus, Arminius, and Pelagius were learned Men : 

I Errors in Religion have been generally the Off. ſpring of 

| great Scholars, have been propagated by them. And 
Men may be moral Men that have no experience of the 
li ' Work of God upon their Hearts, Men may be zealous 
Men againſt Drunkenneſs and Whoredom, that have no 


wo nds © oaths a— .  - Oc a acts FF 1 PE IR _ 


i ſaving Knowledge of Chriſt, Many moral Men have 

' no Communion with God ; no Experience of a ſaving 

il Change in their ownSouls.* Men may be very moral and 

{f have noExperience of a Work of Humiliation, or being 

il bro't off from their own Righteouſneſs, or a Work of 7 
It Faith ; of the Difference that is between the common : 
| andſpecial Work of the*pirit ; of the Difference between : 
l ſaving &commonlllumination, ofthe working of theHeart þ ? 
l under Temptation, of the Way wherein godly Men are | ; 
i wont to findRelief, Every learned & moral Man is not ; 
| a fincere Convert, and ſo not able to ſpeak exactly and ] 
Ph experimentally to ſuch Things as Souls want to be : 
Ii inſtructed in. It is as with a Man that has ſeen a Map ; 
f of a Country, or has read a great deal about it; he can't i 
N tell the Way between Town and Town, and Hundreds : 
9 of particular Circumſtances, as a Man that has travelled n 
i or lived there is able to do. Experience fits Men to 

jo teach others. A Man that bas hiafelf had only a com- 0 
jt mon Work of the Spirit and judges it ſaving, is very 

bl unfit to judge of the State of other Men. Men would P- 1 
1 not put their Lives into the Hands of an unſkilful Phy- 
ſician, or truſt their Ship with an unſkilful Pilot, or an 
ly intricate Caſe acpending in che Law with an unſkilful x 
1 Lawyer. _ 
iN USE I. Of Examination; Whether it be not thus 5 
1 in this Country? It is notoriouſly known by thoſe that Fs 
1 are acquainted with the State of the Chriſtian World, 0 
1 | 


13 
— 
y * 
+. 3 
* [ % 
tr 
i 


_ 


A Kee UN ö 


n 
n 


1 


4 


Preachers reproved. 7 


that tho* there be many eminent Truths taught, yet 
there is a great want of good Preaching ; whence it 
comes to paſs, that among Profeſſors a Spirit ofPiety runs 
exceeding low. But it is proper for us to take Notice 
how it is among our ſelves ; and tho” it be very evident 
that there is a great deal of good Preaching in the Land, 
and the way of Salvation is preached with a great deal 
of Plainneſs & Power, and many Men are very faithful 
to declare all the Counſel of God ; yet there may be 
cauſe of Lamentation, that there is a great deal wanting 
in ſome Places: Some may be very much to blame in 
not Preaching as they ought to do. 
1. If any be taught that frequently Men are gnorant of | 
the Time of their Converſion, that is not ow Preacki ing. 
Some are of that Opinion, and its like they may drink 
it in from their Miniſters. This is a Deluſion, and it 
may do them a great deal of Hurt; it hardens Men in 
their natural Condition. Paul knew the Time of his 
Converſion ; At Midday, O King, 1 ſaw a Light from 
Heaven, above the Brightnef' e, f theSun, Act. 20. 13. Men 
are frequently at a Loſs whether their Converſion were 
true or not ; butſurely Men that are converted mult 
take ſome Notice of theTime whenGod made aChange 
in them: Converſion is a great Change, from Darkness 
to Light, from Death to Life, from the Borders of Diſ- 
pair to a Spirit of Faith in Chriſt. As for the outward 
Converſation, there is ſometimes little Difference; Men 
might carry very well before; But as to the Frame of 
Mens Hearts, there is a very great Difference. For- 


merly they were under the reigning Power of Objecti- 


ons againſt the Goſpel, when converted they receive it 
as a Divine Truth; before they were converted they 
were under a Sentence of Condemnation, now they have 


Peace with God through Jeſus Chriſt. Men are gene- 


384 a long Ti ime ſcekingConverſin, labouring to get an 
Intereſt 
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Intereſt in Chriſt ; and it would be much if when God 


reveals Chriſt to them, they ſhould not take Notice of 
it when the Change is made; ten to one but Conſcience 
will ta ke Notice of it. When aSeaman comes into the 
Harbour, when a Priſoner is pardoned, when a Victory 
is obtained, when a Diſcaſe is broke, it would be much 
if Men ſhould take no Notice of them. Converſion is 
the greateſt Change that Men undergo in this World, 
ſurely it falls under Obſervation. The Prodigal knew 
well enough the Time of his Return to his Father's 
Houſe : The Children of Ifraei knew the Time of their 
paſting over 3 | 

2. If any be taught that Humiliation is not neceſſary be- 
fore Faitb, that is not goed ! Preaching, Such Doctrine has 
been taught privately and publickly, and is.a Means 
to make ſome Men miſtake their Condition, and think 
themſelves happy when they are miſerable”: For Men 
muſt be brought off from their ownRigzhreonſneſs before 
they be brought to Chriſt, Men that think they have 
any Thing to appeaſe the VV1ath of God and ingratiate 
themſelves, will not accept the Calls of the Goſpel in 
Sincerity, While People have a Foundation to build 
upon, they will not build upon Chritt. A Self righte- 
ous Spirit is quite contrary to the en rk If Men be 


Sell righteous Men, they will not judge it fair for God to 


caſt them off. Men that depend upon the Juſlice of 
God, will not depend upon the meer Mercy of God. 
Men that lay Claim to Heaven from their own Works, 
will not depend on that Plea that Chriſt has given his 
Life a Ranſom for many, and has redeemed us from the 
Curſe being made.a Cuiſe for us. Multitudes of Men 
are ruined by building upon a ſandy Foundation. Men 
muſt ſee their Malady, before they ſee their Remedy. 

Men muſt be led into the Underſtanding of the Badneſs 
of their Hearts.and. the irichasſs of theLaw, befors they 
Will 
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will be convinced of the Preciouſneſs of Chriſt. Men 
that can heal their own Conſciences, will not come to 
Chriſt for Healing. Men muſt be driven by Neceſſity 
indeed before they come to Chriſt. Tho' Men feel great 
Terrors and live a tormented Life, yet they will not 


come to Chriſt, till driven out of themſelves. Men muſt 


feel themſelves dead in Sin, in order to their believing; 
Rom. 7.9. Sin revived, and 1 died. Men muſt ſee them 
ſelves poor and miſerable, wretched and blind & naked, 
before they receive that Counſel of buying of Chriſt Sold 
tried in the Fire, and white Raiment, Rev 3. 17, 18. 
3. When Men don't preach much about the Danger of 
Damnation, there is want of goed Preaching. Some Mi- 
niſters preach muſt about moral Duties, and the bleſſed 


Eſtate of godly Men, but don't ſeek to awaken Sinners 


and make them ſenſible of their Danger ; they cry for 
Reformation: Theſe Things are very needful in their 
Places to be ſpoken unto ; but if Sinners don't hear of- 
ten of Judgment and Damnation, few will be converted. 
ManyMen are in a deep Sleep, and flatter themſelves as 
if there was no Hell, or at leaft that God will not deal 
ſo harſhly with them as to damn them, Pſal. 36.2. He flat- 
tereth himſelf in bis own Eyes, until his Iniquity be found te 
be bateful. They need to be told of the Terrors of the 
Lord, that they may flee from Wrath to come: A little 
Matter will not ſcare Men, their Hearts are as hard as a 
Stone, as hard as aPiece of the nether Milftone, and they 
will be ready to laugh at the ſhaking of theSpear. Mi- 
niſters muſt give them no Reſt in ſuch a Condition: 
They muſt pull them as Brands out of the Burnings. It 
is well if Thunder and Lightning will awaken them : 
They had need to fear that they may work out theirSal- 
vation with Fear and Trembling. Miniſters are faulty 
when they ſpeak to them withGentleneſs, as Eli rebuk- 
ed his Sens. Chriſt Jeſus —_ warned them of the Dan- 
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er ol Damnation: Mat. 5. 20, 30. 7t is better that one of 
thy Members fpould perijh, BY not that thy whole Body 
fhould be caſt into Hell. Mat 7. 13. Bread is the Gate and 
wv1de 15 the M ay that leadeth to v ian, aud many there 
ze that go in thereat. l at. 13.42. The Angels ſhall caſt them 


into a Fur nate of fire, there ſhall be der and gnaſping of 


Teeth. So allo, Mat. 22. 13. Mat. 25.41,46. This for 
eur Imitation. Chriſt knew how to deal with Souls, and 
Paul followed his Example. Men need to be terrified 
and have the Arrows of the Almighty in them that they 
may be converted. Miniſters ſhould be Sons of Thun- 
der : Men had need have Storms in their Hearts, before 
they will betake themſelves toChrift for Refuge When 
they are pricked at the Heart, then they will ſay, Ii hat 
muſt wwe do to be ſaved? Men muſt be fired out of their 


Worldlineſs and Sloth : Men muſt be d:iven as Lot was 


out of Sodom. Reaſon will govern Men in aa brw ; 
but it is Fear that muſt make them diligently to ſeek Sal- 
vation : If they be but thoroughly convinced of their 
Danger, that will make them go to God and take Pains. 
4. If they give a wrong Account of the Nature of juſti- 
ſying Faith ; 
is ſet forth in the Scripture by many figurative Expreſſi- 
ons; coming to Chriſt, opening to him, fitting under 
his Shadow, flying to bim for Refuge, buil ding on him 
28 on a Foundation, feeding on him, Dc. Theſe Expreſſi- 


ons do imply not only anA&t of the Underſtanding, bnt 
accepting of him, depending 


alſo an Act of the Will, 
on him. This Doctrine! in deſpiſed by ſome, and Faith 


in Chriſt is ſaid to be only a Perſwaſion of the Truth of 


theChriſtianReligion, This is the Way to make Multi- 
tudes of carnal Men ſecure, and to flatter themſelves as if 
they were in a good Condition: They ſay, they are no 


 Heathens, Turks, nor Papiſts, nor Jews, but they believe 
that Jeſus Chris js the eernalden af Gd, hey hope they 
* 


that is not good Preaching. Juſtifying Faith 
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_ areBelievers ; but Multitudes ofPeople have ſuch a Faith 


that will fall ſhort of eternal Liſe : Joh. 2.23, 24. any 
believed in his Name, when they ſaw the Miracles that he 
did; but Jeſus did nit commit himſelf unto them. Joh. 
12. 42, 4.3. Among toe chief Rulers many believed on him, 
but becauſe of the Phariſees they did not confeſs him. The 
Faith of ſome Men is only a Perſwaſion from their Edu- 
cation: As Heathens Go receive the Religion of their 
Fore-fathers by Tradition, ſo theſe do receive the Chriſ- 
tian R:jivion from Hear-fay, But juilifying Faith is 


wrought in en by the mighty Power ofGod ; 2 Theſ. 1. 


11. That beweut work in you thetFork of Faith with Power, 
Eph. 1. 19, 20. Aud what is the exceeding greatneſs of his 
Power is u tube believe, according tothe working of his 
mighty Power ; wich he wrought in Chrift when he raiſed 
him frem the Dead! By juſtifying Faith, Men anſwer 
the Calls of God, relinquiſhing their own Righteouſneſs, 
place their Dependance only on the Mediation of Chriſt; 
Heb. 6. 18. The; ee for Refuge, to lay held an the Hops 
that is ſet before them. Juſtifying Faith is a living Prin- 
Ciple that ſanctifies Men; Act. 15. 9. Pari ing ther 
Hearts by Faith. Many Men hive a common Ferſwaſion 
of the Truth of the Goſpel, that are utterly deſtitute of 
Holineſs: But true juſtifying Faith is always accompanied 
with an holy Life. Where there is Faith, there is every 
other Grace: Act. 26. 18. Santificd by Faith that is in 

me. | | 
5. If ary do give falſe Signs of Gadlineſs, that is mot 
good Preaching. Signs of Grace are of two Sorts : ſome 
ate probable, and they mult be ſpoken of only as pro- 
bable ; a Score of them may make the Thing more 
probable, but don't make it certain : Probabilities make 
no Demonſtration ; probable Signs are not concluſive. 
There are twoErrors in laying downSigns ; one is when 
thoſe Things that may 85 from common Principles, 
| | 2 1 
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natural Temper, natural Conſcience, fear of Hell, falſe 


Imaginations, are given as ſureSigns of Grace: But thoſe 
Things that may flow from common Principles, don't 


truly diſtinguiſh between Saints and Hypocrites ; As a 


good Converſation, ſavoury Diſcourſe, Zeal againſt Sin, 
ſtrong religious Affections, forrow forSin,quietneſs under 
Afflictions, delight in Ordinances, fuffering for Religion, 
Sc. From ſuch looſe Signs People are in Danger to take 
up a falſe Perſwaſion of "their Goclineſs. Such Signs are 


fz}} of Deluſion ; and many Ni en do bleſs themſelves who | 


are in a miſerable Condition. Such probable Signs 
may be, where there be certain Signs of the contrary. 
Men are apt to flatter themſelves, and when they hear 


Signs, they are ſtrengthned in their carnal Confidence. 


There is no infallibleSign of Grace, but Grace. Grace 
is known only by Intuition: All the external Effects of 


Grace may flow from other Cauſes. Another Error is 


when Ven are too ſtrict in their Signs; as when they 
give that as aSign,that there is a conſtantCare to glorify 


GOD, and a continual living upon JESUS CHRIST, 


and a conſtant watchfulneſs "againſt the workings of 
Corruption. There is no godly Man but has atTimes, 
il Frames of Spirit: David, Jonah, and Peter had ſo. 
When David committed Adultery, he had not a due 
Care to glori'y God; nor Jenab when he was ina F ret, 
nor the P/aimi/l when he was as aBeaſt before God, nor 
Paul when he was led into Captivity by the Law of Sin 
that was in his Members. There is no godly Man that 
can comfort himſelf with ſuch Signs as theſe : It is well 
if godly Men do ſee now and then the Workings of a 
Spirit of Grace : Grace is many Fimes, under Hatches 
and inviſible. 

6. If any trach Men to build. their Faith about the 
divine Authority of the Scripture upon probable Signs, 
tber is net geed a There bs many probable Ar- 
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guments for the Authority of the ſacred Scriptures 3 As 
the eminency of the Penmen,and they have had a migh- 
ty Efficacy to make a Change in the Hearts of Men ; it 
is ſaid there were many Miracles wrought for the Confir- 
mation of the Doctrine of them; there has been an Ac- 
compliſhment of many of thePredictions in them. Theſe 
Arguments are preponderating and do outweighall Ob- 


jections that are brought againſt the Authority of them. 


Theſe Conſiderations may well ſtrengthen the Faith of 
the People of God]; but theſe Things cannot be the Foun- 
dation of our F aith : it is only the certainKnowledge of 
their Authority, that can be the Foundation of Faith or 
any other Grace. Men cannot believe them to be inſal- 
libly true upon probable Arguments : Probable Argu- 
ments mult be looked on but as probable and not con- 
vincing, Men muſt have infallible Arguments for lov- 
ing God and believing his Word ; the Foundation of 
believing the divine Authority of the Scripture, 1s the 
Manifeſtation of the Divine Glory in them. There is a 
ſelf-evidencing Light in the Works of God: The Crea- 
tion of the World ſhew God's Power and God-head, 

Rom. 1. 20. It is impoſſible that the World ſhould 
be made by any but an infinite God. So there is 
a Self-cvidencing Light in the Word of God; 
there are ſuch Things revealed there as can be made 
known by none but God. 1 Cor. 2. 9. Eye hath not ſeen, 
nor Ear heard, nor hath it entred into the Heart of Man ts 


cenceive what God hath prepared for them that love him, 


Thoſe eternal Rewards that are ſpoken of in the Scrip- 
ture, thoſe perfe& Rules that are laid down there, thoſe 
Accounts that are given of the Mercy of God, and the 
Juſtice of God, manifeſted in the Way of our Salvation, 
would never have entred-into the Heart of Man to con- 
ceive, if it had not been revealed by God. ; Men would 


never have thought of ſuch a Way of Salvation, if it 
had not been declared by God. 7. 
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7. If Men preach for ſuch Liberties as Gd doth wot 
alloto, that is no good Preaching. There are many licenti- 
ous Libertics that are taken by Men, in their Apparel, 
in their Drinking, in their Danzing, and other Recrea- 
tions, and in their Diſcourſes upou the abbath, and in 
their Dealings with one another; and if Miniſters either 
vindicate or connive at them, they don't preach as they 
ought to do. Some Men are but Jax Caſuiſts, and they 
take too great aLiberty themſelves, and fo do their Wives 
and Children, and they are afraid to anger Men by re- 
proving ſome particular Evils that Men are addicted to, 
that do prevail in the Land: The Phariſees were ſuch 
Caſuiſts ; Mat. 5. 43. Le have heard it hath been ſaid of 
eld, thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour, and hate thine 2 my. 
Men ſhould be ſolemnly warned againſt all evil Carria- 
ges: and if this be omitted, it gives great increaſe to 
Sin in the Lord. God complains of Ill againſt Tea- 
chers for not reproving Sinners, IIai. 5H. 10. They 
are ignorant and blind, dumb Dogs that cannit bark, 
If Men were duly reproven for their Extravagan- 
cies, thrt would be a Means to reclaim them: Jer. 23. 
22. 1f they had ſdood in myCounſel, I had cauſed my People ts 
bear my Words; then they ſbould have turned them from 
their evil May aud from the Evil of their Doings, Faith- 
ful Preaching would be beneficial two Ways; one Way 
as it would cut off Occaſions of Anger, and prevent thoſe 
Sins that bring down the Wrath of God on the Land ; 
we ſhould enjoy much more publick Proſperity : The 
other is, that it would deliver Men from thoſe vicious 
Practices that are a preat hindrance to Converſion. As 
long as Men live in Ways of Intemperance, Injuſtice,and 
unſuitable Carrlages on the Sabbath, it will be a great 
Impediment to a thorough Work ofConverſion. There 
may be Converſion tho? Men are not broken off from 
Sins of Ignorance, but as long as they tolerate themſelves 


in Immoralitzes, that will be A 9 Bar in the Way of 


their Converſion, 0047 9 s. / 
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$.1f Men preach for ſuch Ceremonies in Morſbis 47 O0 dith 
not allow, that is not good Preaching. Therc be thoſe that 
pleadforbumanInventions inv orſhip; that would if they 
could, defend the Ceremonies of theChurch of England, 
that would retain ſome Jewiſh Ceremonics that are abo- 
liſhed, and practiſe other humane Appoidtments Jero- 
beam was condemned not only for worſhipping theCalves 
of Dan and Bethel ; but for appointing a TimeWorſhip 
in his own Heart, 1 King. 12.32, 33. So it is noted as 
an Imperfection, in the Reformation of Aſa, Febeſhaphat, 
and ZZanaſſch : That the High- . were not taken 
away. This is ſpoken of as a great Sign of Hypociſy ; 
Iſa. 29. 13 This People draw near me e with 153 Mouth, 
end honour me with thiatr Lips; but have removed their 
Heart far from me: and their Fear towards me 1s taught 
by the Precept of Mmm. When Men impoſe ſuch Cere- 
monies, they uſurp a Power that God has not given them. 
It is God's Prerogative to appoint in what Ways we 
ſhall Worſhip him: And Men therein go quite beyond | 
the Bounds of their Authority : Men therein impute 
Imperfection and Defect to the Ordinances of God, as if 
they cou'd teach him how it is fit that he ſhou'd be 
worſhipped; and they preſume on a Bleſtiug without a 
Promiſe : Mat. 15. 9. In vain do they worſhip me, teach- 
ing for Dotrines the Commandment of en. This is the 
Way to make Men formal in their Worſhip ; the multi- 
plying of Ceremonies eats out the Heart of Religion, 
and makes a People degenerate. Men that multiply Ce- 
remonies, are apt to content themſelves with the Form 
without the Life. 

Queſt. 1s the late Practice of 1 Miniſters, i 14 reading 

their Sermons, commendable ? 

 Anſw. There be ſome Caſes wherein it may be tole- 

Table, Perſons through Age may loſe the Strength of 


dir Memeries, and be under a Neceſſity 0 make m_ | 
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of their Notes; but ordinarily it is not to be allowed. 
. Confider, 1. 1: was not the Manner of the Prophets or 
Apoſtles. Baruch read the Roll that was written from 
the Mouth of Feremiah ; but Jeremiah was not wont to 
read his Prophecies. It was the Manner of the Jews to 
read the Scriptures in the Synagogues ; but after that it 
was their Way to inſtru and exhort Men, not from 
any written Copy: Act. 13. 15. Aster the reading of the 
Law and the Prophets, the Rulers of the Synagogue ſent to 
them, ſaying, Men and Brethren, if ye have any Ward of 
Exhortation for the People, ſay on. This was according to 
the Example ofChriſt, Lu4. 4. 17, 20. It was ordered 
in England in the Days of King Edward the Sixth, That 
Ainiſters ſbould read printed Homilies in publick : And 
there was great Neceſſity of it, for there was not one 
in ten, that were able to make Sermons, But it has 
been the Manner of worthy Men both here and in other 
Places, to deliver their Sermons without their Notes. 
2. The reading of Sermons is a dull ay of Preaching. 
Sermons when Read are not delivered with Authority 
and in an affecting Way. It is propheſied of Chriſt, Mic. 
5. 4. He ſhall Hand and feed in the Strength of the Lord, 
in the Mijefly of the Name of the Lord his Gd. When 
Sermons ate delivered without Notes, the Looks and 
Geſture of the Miniſter, is a great Means to command 
Attention, and ſtir up Affection. Men are apt to be 
drowſy in hearing the Word, and the Livelineſs of the 
preaching is a Means to ſtir up the Attention of the 


Hearers, and beget ſuitable AﬀeQions in them. Ser- 


mons that are read are not delivered withAuthority,they 
favour of the Sermons of the Scribes, Mat. 7. 29, Ex- 
perience ſhews that Sermons Read are not ſo profitable 
as others. It may be argued, that it is harder to remem- 
ber rhetorical Sermons, than meer rational Diſcourſes ; 
But it may ve aufwered, that it is far more profitable 5 
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5 Preachers reproved. 1 ; 
preach in the Demonſtration of the Spirit, than with thi 
enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom. 
Us E. II. See theReaſon why there is ſo little Efe of 
Preaching. There is much goodPreaching,and yet there 


is want of goodPreaching. There is very goodPreaching 


in OdEngland,yet there is great want of goodPreaching, 
eſpecially among the Conformiſts : And there is very 
good Preaching in New- England, and yet there is ſome 
want of good Preaching ; eſpecially in ſome Places : 
And this is oneReaſon that there is no more Good done; 
There is a great Fault in Hearers, they are not ſtudious 
of the Mind of God ; they are Enemies to the Goſpel : 
And when Chrift himſelf preached among them, many 
did not profit by it. Yet ſome Preachers are much to 
blame, and tho? they do preach profitably many Times, 


vet they have great cauſe to be humbled for their 


Defects. „ 
1. For hence it is that there is ſo little Converſion. Therè 
is great Complaint in one Country and in another, that 
there be few converted; it is apparent by Mens unſanc- 
tified Lives and their unſavoury Diſcourſes. This is one 
Reaſon, there is a great deal of Preaching that doth not 
much promote it, but is an Hindrance to it. To tell 
Men that they may be converted tho they don't know the 
Tithe To teach that there is no need of a York of Hu- 
miliation to prepare them for Chr it ; and that Faith 16 no- 
thing elſe but a Perſwaſion that the Goſpel is true, is the 


very Way to make many carnal Men hope that they are 


converted. It makes other preaching very ineffectual : 


It makes them think that it is needleſs to ſtrive for i- 


verſion, SuchPreaching hardens Men in theirSins : The 
want of dealing plainly with Men is the Reaſon, why 
there is ſeldom a Noiſe among the dry Bones. In ſome 


Towns there is no ſuch Thing to be obſerved for wen- 


ty Tears „And Men continue in a ſenſeleſs Con- 
ly Tears together. %% eee n n dan 
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dition, come to Meeting, and hear Preaching, but arc 
never the better for it, In ſome Towns godly Men 
are very thin ſown. Moſt of the People are in as bad a 
Condition as if they had never heard the Goſpel : Go 
on in a ſtill Way following their worldly Deſigns, carry 
on ſome what of the Form of Godlineſs, but mind little 
but the World and the Pleafures of this Life. The 
Scribes did not preach with Authority, Mat. 7. 29. And 
they enter not into the Kingdom of God themſelves, and them 
that were entring in they hindred. Such Preaching is not 


mighty to the pulling down of firong Holds. Converſion- 


Work will fail very much where there is not ſound 
Preaching. 

2. Hence many Men that make an high Profeſſion, lead 
unſanfified Lives : They are not dealt plainly with ; and 
fo tho' they proſeſs high, they live very low: They 
are not dealt roundly with; and they believe they are in 
2 good Eſtate, and Conſcience ſuifers them to live after 
2 corrupt Manner. Some of them live a proud and vo- 
Iuptuous Life, and they are not ſearched as they ſhould 


be. It they were told their own, that would keep them 


from ſaying, that they were rich & increaſed inGoods, and 


hed need of nothing, If they were rebuted ſharply, that 


fight be a Meang to make them found in the Faith, Tit. 1. 


It might make them not only to reform, but lay a 


rer Foundation for eternal Life, than ever yet was laid. 
Paul v was very thorough in his Work, and wherever he 


came he had the Fulneſs of the deli of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt Ro. 1 5 29% 
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From the Reverend Mr. John Cotton, lale Teacher 
of theWord of Cyr 1sTatBoſton in New- England, 
bis Anſwer to Mr. Ball's Diſcourſe of ſet Forms of 

Prayer. Chap. 8. Page 43. | 


6 £ 2 HE pronouncing of a good Sermon by him that 
made it, is a good & acceptableService toGad, 

© and his Church: But to read a Sermon as my Preach- 
ing, which was made by another, maketh it neither 
* ſo acceptable to God, nor to his Church; yea the read- 
* ing of a Man's own Sermon inſtead-: of Preaching, will 
much detract from the Life and Power of it, and make 
© a Man of God unſerviceable for his Place! Though 
© reading and pronouncing of a Thing, be both of them 
' AdjunAs, and common Adjuncts too, to that which 
is pronounced or read, yet according to the Ends and 
Subjects ta which they may be applied, the one may 
be lawful, the other not indifferent but ſinful; The 
reading of a Sermon for preaching, is a ſinful Manner 
F of Preaching ; The Difference will ever hold between 


© the Word read, and preached: They are two diſtinct 


Ordinances.“ 
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